How obesity impacts patients health and EMS. EMS systems need to know how to handle the increase in bariatric patients.
Obesity is a serious disease that poses many problems for EMS. Morbidly obese patients do not fit on standard EMS equipment and the need for the safe transport of obese patients is rising. In addition to posing many logistical dilemmas, obese patients are prone to many serious medical conditions that are likely to increase their exposure to EMS systems. Prepare yourself and your program for the management and transport of obese patients by designing a safe patient transport model and policy with protocols geared toward the obese patient.